
“It is not what we have 
that will make us great 

as a nation, it is the way 
in which we use it”.

We work to guarantee all Americans quality places to hunt and fish



Center for Western Lands



Overview:

– Status of ungulate (deer, elk, and pronghorn) migration in 

Oregon, including state and federal actions

– Opportunities for Oregon to lead the way in identifying 

and conserving wildlife migration corridors

– Oregonians overwhelmingly support this effort



Oregon Action Team on Ungulate Migration (OAT)

• Make Oregon a leader in the conservation of ungulate (deer, elk, 
pronghorn) migration habitat. 

• Work to implement Secretarial Order 3362, Improving Habitat Quality in 
Western Big-Game Winter Range and Migration Corridors in the state of 
Oregon. 

• In collaboration with state and federal agencies, work toward management 
that will maintain connectivity of key known ungulate migrations and address 
barriers to wildlife migration in Oregon. 

• Provide outreach and education to the general public, agency officials, and 
decision makers on ungulate migration and habitat connectivity to support 
the above goals. 
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Human Safety/Property Damage
Recorded 

7,000 

wildlife-

vehicle 

collision 

per year in 

Oregon

Over 700 

people 

injured and 

2 fatalities

Estimated 

$44 million in 

vehicle 

damage







Results:
GPS-collar study

• Identified migration 

corridors

• 789 (463 spring and 326 

fall) migration datasets 

from 359 deer



Secretarial Order 3362

• State action plans are complete, research underway

• State action teams have or are forming in various 
iterations

• Strong opportunity for Oregon to secure conservation 
objectives on federal land. 
– Promulgate state policy that can be leveraged at the federal 

level

– Request land use plan amendments 

• Script still be written
– Feds will likely codify components of 3362 in policy guidance 

or regs.  



US Highway 97 and OR Highway 31: fencing 

materials for new wildlife underpass to reduce 

vehicle strikes of mule deer.

US Highway 20 Harper to Juntura: remove 

dilapidated fences, improve fences for wildlife 

passage, improve habitat quality on winter range 

through control of annual grasses and establishment 

of shrub forage species. 

John Day Valley Winter Range Area: control of 

invasive annual grasses, juniper removal, and 

reduction of feral horses.

Upper Crooked River: juniper removal, timber and 

aspen stand improvement, controlled burning, 

conservation easements with private landowners, 

and invasive plant control. 

Metolius/Upper Deschutes Habitat Area: forest 

thinning, controlled burning, invasive plant control, 

and improving the safety of road crossings.

Secretarial Order 3362

Oregon’s 2020 State Action Plan



The Wildlife Corridor & Safe Road Crossing Act

• Passed Oregon legislature unanimously 
and signed into law in 2019

• Directs ODFW and ODOT to develop a 
Wildlife Corridor Action Plan that will:

– Identify species of concern at 
risk from habitat fragmentation

– Create a map showing existing 
and potential wildlife corridors 
and core high quality habitat 
areas.

– Create a list of areas where 
designation of wildlife corridors, 
land acquisition, or other 
agency actions are high priority 
to protect wildlife movement. 

Photo Credit: Baker County Tourism



Opportunities for 
Oregon

• Great progress with OCAMP, 
collaring research, Wildlife Corridors 
and Safe Passage Act, and SO 
3362

• Opportunity to ensure this new 
science leads to sound 
management solutions by 
developing agency policy to 
formally identify migration corridors, 
stop over areas, and bottlenecks. 

• Wyoming example:

• Wyoming Game & Fish has 

administratively set forth an 

agency policy that outlines a 

formal process by which to 

identify and conserve migratory 

habitat



The Pew Charitable Trusts
Wildlife Migration Corridors Research
Oregon Survey

February 2020



 Oregonians overwhelmingly think it is important to protect wildlife migration 
corridors. They agree with a proposal to build overpasses and underpasses that 
facilitate the safe passage of wildlife while reducing wildlife-vehicle collisions, and 
they support increasing funding for such wildlife crossing structures. Oregonians 
approve of federal land managers conserving migration habitats by exceptional 
margins across the state, and favor using special habitat designations by a large 
margin as well. 

 Conducted February 12-18, 2020

 700 registered Oregon voters interviewed on landlines and cell phones

Summary



 86 percent of Oregonians agreed that protecting wildlife 
migration routes is important. 

 Oregonians broadly support increasing funding for the 
construction of wildlife crossing structures. Three in four 
Oregonians support increasing public funding for the 
construction of crossing structures for wildlife. Oregonians 
across the state agree, with those in Central and Eastern 
Oregon supporting the idea at 72 percent. 

Key Findings



− Ensuring federal land managers maintain open corridors for wildlife to migrate 
on public lands. 

• A popular proposal with 88 percent support.

• Oregonians in Northwest Oregon, Southwest Oregon, and Central and 
Eastern Oregon support this measure in higher numbers than others. 

• A similar measure, ensuring national forests protect known wildlife migration 
routes, sees 87 percent support overall.

Oregonians favor a variety of proposals aimed at 
securing the safe migration of animals in the state.

Key policies include:



 86 percent support building more overpasses and underpasses for wildlife in 
concentrated migration areas so animals can safely cross highways and major roads, 
decreasing car accidents and animal deaths. 

− This measure is a favorite of urban residents – nearly all support it, at 98 percent – though it 
sees very high support across geographies. Central and Eastern Oregonians favor it with 82 
percent support

 82 percent of Oregonians support using special habitat designations to ensure that 
large blocks of existing, high-quality public land habitat would be managed and 
protected, with an emphasis on protecting migration corridors for the long-term.

 71 percent support requiring that areas leased for industrial renewable energy 
production on public lands avoid big game migration corridors. 



 Contacts:

− Michael O’Casey

• mocasey@trcp.org

− Laurel Williams

• lwilliams3@pewtrusts.org

− Mike Totey

• mtotey@oregonhunters.org

Questions?
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